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hazard allotment of land. Some of the Indians made intel-
ligent selections; while others would blindly put a finger
down anywhere on a surveyor’s chart, that would be placed
before them, quite regardless of where the property
was, so long as the duty of selection was performed,
and the annuity secured. At the payments, we can be as-
sured that the Indian has his homestead, but whether he
has a house upon, or has otherwise improved is, there is no
way of knowing except by general report. The result is
that but a half or two-thirds of them have buildings upon
their places, while the majority of the rest have probably
never even seen theirlanded possessions; many, indeed, who
have gone to hunt them up, have found that they were lo-
cated in swamps or on barren hill-sides. The Winnebago
homesteads, mainly forty acres each, are chiefly in Jackson,
Adams, Marathon, and Shawano counties, the bulk of them
being in Jackson county; the soil is especially poorin Adams,
and quite light in Jackson.

None of the Indian homesteaders are even fair farmers.
But even a white man could not make a living on many of
their small patches of sand. I presume that they chose
these rather forbidding sections because they were in the
neighborhood of their old hunting grounds, and because of
the blueberries, which, in Jackson especially, are an im-
portant crop. The berries grow chiefly on the highlands,
and the Indians are the principal garnerers. The fruit be-
gins to ripen about the last of July. and the picking holds
out until the last of August, keeping the bulk of the Indians
of both sexes quite busy, and bringing them in a respectable
income while it lasts. Leaving their homes, they camp in
wigwams and in canvas tents upon the picking grounds.
A first-rate picker, in a good season, can gather by hand
from a bushel to a bushel and a half in a day; while some,
who have rakes adapted to the purpose, can do very much
better than this. The berries are poured into narrow boxes
holding a bushel each, and one can be strapped on each side
of a pony. Leaving the women and children to do the
gathering, the bucks start early in the morning with the
harvest of the day before and ride into the nearest town,—



